IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

For the Examiner's convenience, a list of all claims is included below. 
What is claimed is : 
1-9 (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 
dispatching a bus transaction from a requestor to a device; 
starting a timer in response to dispatching of the bus transaction; 
determining if the timer expires before the device responds to the dispatched bus 

transaction; and 

issuing a deferred transaction response a to the requesto r, for the bus transaction if the 
timer expires. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein starting occurs only if an in-order-queue has 
a depth of 1. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein issuing includes issuing an unconditionally 
deferred transaction. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a command dispatcher coupled to a command queue; 

a detector coupled to the command dispatcher to detect if a command dispatched to the 
command queue b-y the command dispatcher has been responded to; 

a timer coupled to the detector, the timer to start in response to dispatching of the 
command; and 
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. logic coupled to the timer to issue a deferred response to the requesto r for the command if 
the timer expires before the command has been responded to. 

14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the logic includes logic to issue the 
deferred response if an in-order-queue has a depth of 1 . 

15. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the timer is a programmable timer. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable medium having stored thereon instructions, 
which when executed by at least one machine cause said at least one machine to perform: 

receiving a bus transaction from a requestor to a device; 
starting a timer in response to dispatching of the bus transaction; 
determining if the timer expires before the device responds to the dispatched bus 
transaction; and 

issuing a deferred transaction response^ to the requesto r, for the bus transaction if the 
timer expires. 

17. (Original) The medium of claim 16, wherein starting occurs only if an in-order-queue has 
a depth of 1 . 

18. (Original) The medium of claim 16, wherein issuing includes issuing an unconditionally 
deferred transaction. 
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